Wednesday, November 9, 2022

Correction: In the Oct. 26 article "AUHSD forums address
candidate funding, academic excellence," the story stated that
"All of the candidates live in the district and all candidates
except [Rene] Nowac have children who are either attending
local schools, will attend local schools, or have graduated from

local schools."

Ms. Nowac has two children who attend

Moraga public schools. We apologize for this error.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Slipping through the
cracks: Lafayette renters
struggle to stay afloat

.. continued from Page A1l

As a longtime resident of
Lafayette who's been residing
here for just under four
decades, Janet Thomas says
she’s deeply invested in there
being more affordable hous-
ing in town.

Thomas says she’s been
concerned about housing in
the community for as long as
she’s lived here. Thomas re-
calls purchasing a modest two-
bedroom house when she
moved here 38 years ago and
remodeling it with her hus-
band during the summers to
make room for her growing
family, but she was aware that
this wasn’t necessarily an op-
tion for everyone she worked
with.

“As (former) teachers in
the Acalanes District, we were
aware that most of our col-
leagues couldn’t afford to live
in this community and had to
commute long distances to
teach,” Thomas said.

Now Thomas lives in an
ADU home on a lot that she
shares with her son and his
wife, who would not other-
wise have been able to live in
Lafayette. “In replacing a free
standing garage with an ADU,
we’ve transitioned to an (in-
tergenerational) situation that
works well for us. We babysit,
share a garden and patio and
feel connected to our grand-
kids’ schools. The cost was
about one-fifth of a new home
on a separate lot which is en-
ergy efficient and comfort-
able.”

Thomas acknowledges
that while ADUs may be a so-
lution for those with intergen-
erational roots in Lafayette,
they don’t do much to accom-
modate service workers trying
to live in the community and
parents who may be strug-
gling to keep their kids in the
district. “Unless there’s a

strong incentive for commu-
nity members to build ADUs
and offer them to those out-
side of the family at affordable
prices or unless there’s a big
shift in our general culture, I
doubt this could be used as a
solution for affordable hous-
ing in Lamorinda.”

So what is the solution?
Thomas says it’s multifaceted.
“There’s not one solution. Rent
control that limits but doesn’t
freeze rent is one action the
city should consider,” she said.

City Council Member Su-
san Candell agrees that rent
control might be a matter
worth revisiting at the city
level. “The council discussed
this in 2015 and 2017 with no
action. It takes strong political
will to pass good rent control
measures and our current
council may have the will to
do this,” Candell said. “It will
be this balance of pros versus
cons that will drive our deci-
sion.”

Watching her sister navi-
gate Lafayette as a renter gave
Candell an appreciation for
the kinds of struggles renters
face. There was an instance
when her sister’s rent went up
by 25% causing her sister and
a third of the renters in the
complex to need to move to
smaller, less expensive places.

“We looked at many dif-
ferent places in town and
some that refused to rent to
her because of her three boys.
This is illegal but hard to en-
force,” Candell says. “I imag-
ine this is a familiar story for
many, and it’s important for
the city to better understand
what is actually happening in
order to figure out if there are
good solutions we can imple-
ment to improve renter’s ex-
periences.”

A discussion about
renters' issues will be held at 7
p.m. Nov. 17 at the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center.

KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 35 years.

925.376.7T7T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

- COMPASS

JUST LISTED/PENDING

21 Birchwood Place, Moraga
4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,373 +/- Sq. Ft.
Offered at $1,600,000

JUST LISTED

@ Canning Court, Moraga
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,414+/- Sq. Ft.
Offered at $1,650,000

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what
improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at
closing. But what are those improvements? Let's work together well before a sale
so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care
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Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LEFAYETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Nov. 14, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, Nov. 21, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Nov. 23, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Your one-call plumber!

LeapFrog
Plumbing

| Gas Water & Sewer

* Emergency service

e Repairs & installation

¢ Video sewer inspection

e Copper re-piping
Preventive checkups
Water heater specialist

Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

Stuffed turkey...ok,
stuffed tummy...ok,

stuffed pipes NOT ok.

Be thankful this
Thanksgiving and

;any plumbing job!
| performed by

1 LeapFrog Plumbing
1 $225 or over

’Tcajp-on_perjos, &;; 1/3-1/23

We Hop o It/

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!

. ©9377-6600 &

CA Lic
929641

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

BRYDON &IVES
SMILES *
arc our
favorite
testimonial!

1.5%

Of Top Ranked
Realtors in the Country

37+

Years Experience Selling
Lamorinda Real Estate

73
* % W % K

Zillow Reviews

€€ We loved working with Kristi and Lisa when
purchasing our home in Moraga. They are
consummate professionals with deep knowledge
of the Lamorinda area. They made the process
as stress free as possible and we rested easy
knowing we were in good hands. ??

Recent Buyers

Lisa Brydon & Kristi lves
925.788.8345
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466

Work with us!

COMPASS





